
ANCIENT MONUMENTS SOCIETY
Founded in 1924 for the Study and Conservation of Ancient Monuments,

Historie Buildings, and Fine old Craftmanship

12, EDWARDES SQUARE, LONDON, W.8
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14th Sebmrmry 1p69

lhe Society has for some ti.ue been eoncerned about the
state of Becketts !{eLL in your grounds, and I t:rrst that you
wiLl not resent thie for a scheduLed ancient monumeort llke
Secketls tr{e1l is a natter of eoncern to aLL wbo love
beautiftrl and. historic thi-ngs, even thou€lr lt is BrS.vate'.--.' property. Ih,y I inquS.re whether you wouLd be wil3-ir,rg to
aee repairs to the welL ca:ried. out? I a,n falrLy confident
that if Jrou were prepared to do so a grant towards the cost
couLd. be obtained, if you so desire, fbon pubLic fr:nds. lle
shouLd be verry glad. if you so d.esired. to adviee both on the
repairs need.ed. and on an appLication for a gmnt.
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m. S. I,Iclotrall , ffisq " ,
#astle filouse,
S*ford.,
Sevenoaks, Kent

Chairrnan: WALTER C. ANDREWS,
O.F.E., M.I.C.E., M.LStruct.E.

Asst. Sec retary; HENRY COR.NWALL-LEGH

D irector : L. hd. ANGUS-BUTTERWORTH,
M"A., M.I.Mech.E., F.R.G.S., F.S.A.Scot.
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Secretary; IVOR BULMER-THOMAS, M.A.

Hon. Treasurer; LESLIE P. BECKLEY
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B*xr #fr. Su&@3-Thnln**t
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S ttiank you far yo$r lett*r *f the 11!l* €*neerfir.ng $eck*ftt
Lr*}'t and'thire te nitfitng BEra I usul"d itk* t&xm *,o uee th}e
rtr,l"isr*]rit**tetgsta[ra6sl*ir'*lgent'itisiiY'

I tool* &Ir*f tfri* preperty f roa any fsthsr {gr tgSd {ft l hea
s!.ncs d**d) snd h*u* f*ad all the eo:s**P*ndsfice uht$h ha had
uith y6r,l ctt tfiiA *ett,ar* Thtrr Essss tr*tF little- X *en *SSr.
excupL tt cey .tr scu},d b* raty t*&iling t"s aee repeX r& csrtiad
out and ueuli e*rtn,i*}y h*ve- *r*r obJastion to th* pub&tre haulng
accsaa ta iho uellr pr&tided thay celled *t tlr* hcueo for the
keyr,*o tl,ta **Il &* notl 3n*l*apd uith * hlgtt r*l!.i.ng *rtd a
Iocked gatc. 

.

I *hnsld sdd* hsyavarl that I do *at hevt the f&nan6isl
ra&trur&ur* *l pre*snt" t* i*a,ttt ln ttrls uorrk, _-*e I *m l*c*rtring
lsrea axtr*ftt&,h lu rsnsust{ng S**tla tlnuoep, S*y I *uggu*t that
[fra"mf"f][ri .pltpEct* th* ffuper*y and ota&aasr th* ual,ua of
th; r*p**ra'nro*b*ary s$d iahsn thia .f,* k*ouR, Prssumebly.thay-

"u+rL*-iiitiff m* af tfrs epsunt X t*Eu]"d be exps*ted to contgl,but**

It'eeea* &u ax thst to date ua haus ** idea *f the ceat*
sm* urrttl. t*s fiaue thie informstlon, u* sf* strl unut*are *f
ut**t, t13 expart" 

-Also, 
.*ha L+ngar,[f.li* X.*,!.eft, tha Bsra ro*tly

li-":f i U*, bath f;rmm"ttr* painl of uler.r *f ria"lnp caet*' sttd
ths Lncrsuisd datarXorettuir of the etruetus'tn tlhlch h** ueraaned
#sfleider*hly s$str thu lsaf fm* yaar*. i

.!, uhqu"tr,d Btsnt,r"srt thet X *m uarklng ln tha ill$,dl.anda $urN,nq
thr 1;a*k end *m snly nt hsxe f*r tha-u**lt*sndl but *auld ba
ur*f-plus*ed t* ma*i !6tlr or a*yond sl*cn ts'S,l,aeu** tha nettgr
funthsr* on * SoturdaY cn 5u*daY.
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ANCIENT MONUMENTS SOCIETY
Founded in 1924 for the Study and Conservation of Ancient Monuments,

Historic Buildings, and Fine old Craftmanship

12, EDWARDES SQUARE, LONDON, W.g
Tel: WEStern 1414

6th FIeffih 1969

to,. kr, hc?,,'**-q

\- [t]a,nk you for your Letter of 25th Febmar]r about
Secketrs tfelJ., rrhich I have just seen on retr::rring fbou a
visi-t to Austria.

I a,n verXr eratef\rl- for the ryumer in uhich you have
received. ry request antl. an deLi6hted. to lear:r that you woul-d. be
very wiLL5-ng to see repa5-rs camied. out and wouLd certainly
have no obJection to the public havi"n€ access to the weLL
provid.ed. they ca3-Led at the house for the key.

I quite apprecia,te that in view of the large expenses
' you are i:rer:nring In the r6novation of Castle House you d"o not

have the financial resources for the welL aLso. I slrall
foLlow up your suggestion and. ask if the Iti:nistry would inspect

- the property and assess the value of the repairs necessarJr.

.&.,$. flk}owall , Hsq.
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From the $ecretary

ANCIENT MONUMENTS SOCIETY
Found'n'.;?:;:;';:;,i',';!{,::17i:::i;{::,i#::,'{l,Monaments'

12, EDWARDES SQUARE, LONDON, W.B
Te,l: WEStern L4L4

if;th Sep'u erube r I9 6 5

to, k- f.A**.tt 
r

fhank you for your welcosre letter of 2)tb" about Becketr s

rYe11. I am very glad. ivld.eed. that you rlould ha-ve no objection
to the public having aocess to the well provid.ed they call ert
the house fov the key. I am very glad. also to learn that
you would have no objection to tire ffinistry C.oing sueh work as
they thought fit. I note that it does not seen ai; all
likely that in the foreseeable future there riould. be any
tsOaey available from private resources to pay fo:' the repairs.
fhe ffinistry alaost invrrria.bly insists on h:-r.ing sose eontri-

, bution from the orn,ne:' e.s a condition of making a 5rant, but
possibly it would be willin6 to vreive tlils condltion if the
contribut j-on $rere provided. fron other sources. Yorlr letter
has, at any rate, glven me a basis on whieh to work and I
s,hall see if I can get a sch.eme o::go'nized.

y*4 I

H"n" }flefiowall, ffisq.
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President: The Rt. Hon. THE EARL OF BOSSE, M.B.E., M.A., LL.D., M.R.I.A., F.S.A.

chairman: L. M. ANGUS-BUTTERW0RTH, M.A., Director: neyltouo RICIIARDS,
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