AFPPENDIX Ce

REPORT UPON THE “ATER FROM BECKETYS WELL,

Extract from Report dated 19th March, 1952,
made by Messrs, Briant & Harman of 16, Southwark Street,S.i.l:-

"The composition of the water represents a supply
which, like all others, has originated in rain whigh has
fallen on ground and over centuries of time has stabllised
to the composition we find. The carien dioxide dissolved from
the air by the rain is reinforeed by carbon dioxide released
in the life that occurs in the surface layer of soil through
which this water passes, but because the amount of chalk taken up
is fairly moderate it seems likely that the surface layer of soil
is a relatively thin one. The 8awe gas, carbon dioxide, accounts
for the solution of a little magnesia,.

The water pasces through, and indeed serves to
facilitate, an active life in the soil which is balanced and
complete for, as it reaches the spring, there has been complete
oxidation of organic matter to nitrate. The swall amount of calcium
sulphate or gypsum has been directly dissolved from the strata and
in turn may reflect the oxidation of ancther form of life wany
centuries agoe. The traces of chlorides of sodium, potassium and
calcium are leached from the soil which, by a mechanism of its ocwn,
can retain sufficient guantities for the continual perpetuation of
life and, whilst sodium may be made up from the sea in minute
quantities of spray by prevailing westerly winds, it is possible
that the potassium is a wasting asset and accounts for the need in
gool farming for introducing this element.

; This exhausts the explanation of the relatively
small amounts of wmineral matter noted in the water and indeed 1t
is an example of the very high purity which can be obtained from
good chalk waters., MNevertheless a sudden increace in the animals
grazing on the soil could bring about a pellution, although in
practice this is not likely to arise because the grazing abilities
are probably limited,; but other disturbances such as the setting up
of houses and drainage systems might bring about a deterioration
in quality as nas been noted in more continuously polluted areas
over chalk, as for example at Croydon. One feels, however,
perfectly safe in ascuming that under the conditions vbtainigg
in ésdrlier times the supply was, as now found, a very pure and
potable drinking water."

See continuatien sheet for aneslysis:
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This is a pure chalk water fit for any potable or

domestic purpose,



CHEMICAL ANALYSIS:
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