
ffiH'*rka #mkpr s k#SS-

ffimffiff ffi$-r*

S the#le Ssr* fer Ss-lrs }.*B&ss Set@* t&* 14&e Jlr3yr}$$$,
am* h*v* m*w bew gl:*wr tlee *x;p*se *f fsuv }*&*,ers $s Lt'Csl'
$"ffi"&**teg Emd $$r*S*tsmr ffid wrs$ u*ry &*t I sw r**her st e }*eU
t* m&er*tm* &y you shmrl$ kmm* wl&e&w k t&see @ ,Sl*ett,ww
Ettbsut effirmurie&ttng sf,.th ue.

HUe ' hd*Snd ths xslle $f t&!s tselk ssrs i:g faet
*xee?&*# s-* &pl-&sat*s *g€estlm md h*d nothl.ug $'o ds x*t"b *hs
cr3.&epee of, meeonryr, ee t s prored by ttw faet that I mote iEr
X9I6 t# th,c Ide*fi3. Fe'ffi*Ltsg *ut&srttf drsd.ns et*em,&**a tn the
sr*rof,tfon qf th* mq,rth x*11 af the tek wS *xWr'oessd, ry op$xion
t&em t&a* *&m em3}epss ws s;pw*pe*nt"

E m *f **ur{$s ffire tkx.t thE repetr,r ef * b**}**n$ **
tJre reeponal'stIl$ nf lire omrer rdretaor ecbedu].6d cr n*to but as
thls parttctrlar btri,Ldlng is of, ns eoacoJ.veble u*e ts ne I d,c not
$$sffiss t* rspair it; E HGxfil€ rm*rk Sbrth*r &et my pmrk_ s'htgh
- 
XsS &ssn Soms Bp this strnls&rp* *xrr*.rlg the past yesrs fues hsq

Fffiptgy,&em*royed by the **ublti** hwe,s the aecerslty f*r *r:e3"*s*:,9
tee *reia dth lrffi rall$,s:^gro *g, *he atlwry' &sm& 5 t}:*.nk f,* a FAty
f,f m $n**.*nt ffi*ex.,uwwt mf ttufls *Pser*,Pt&m #wu3*, be e3}sws* t&
&tesppsm m* l am p*epared f# @@ m*& ffilsry m tts rep*Lr ae
tire ii"spector of tsxes rdl} deduet frow the amount Pstfi by roe Ln
t+xetloni X Emtros affor* t* p*y tmxs.t*.sqr at it* :mo. eat levetr'
an& *t t.he seses tlss p*p**.r m ,&re*,wt ffisei*as*mt f*r *l"t* bclxef,5.t
of pcstertty.

W[f3. 5ro;u be Sfiod enntrffih t* ]"et me Ksrry, theref*re,
mbether lt ls posstble for ttl6 ffiI-Blster t+ srrfirgs wltir tite
S*mt*"*m *uthai***e* *ha& safiey aay h+ ,jeCucte* frnm mry f,neamm
*ax S*Sww?s f*r thts S&r$*ss.

H*lffrs fs$" *,: rfuT-'i.i' *
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ffi * ffim,#,mhfl **msh F msq # #'
$s$.xe$"mtrp *f' ffi*rkm *
E* mmh* &i? ffi s.t#,# # ffi mias# r
S;wm.;#,mxar # * ff* lL *
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h,{ rNrsrR"Y ffi oF woRKS

a LAMBETH BRIDGE HOUSE, LONDON, S.E.l.
{ Reliance 7611/Erl............. Telegrams.' Travaux Wire London

Your Reference:

IOth August, L95]+.Our Reference :

Dear Sir,
St.- theroao. altseokglr e He+1. OtferA

tha$k yolr very mueh for your letter ef the 27th Jtrly about
the above ancient monument.,\-

ljnfortunateS.y lt is not possible for f*re coet of regnLrs
to A,netent &fonnnents to be eleclueteel fros Inseme Sax, ae thte
{oul,d be tantanatmt to Lncreaslr,rg the a,mount of pt$}to fusils
spent on Anelent Honuments, fhese firnde, at the preeent tine
e.re yesy restrlete& s.ad bareJ.y Eeffieient for aL1 the repatr
uork $e shoul-dt $ish to do to thoee aontr.ments ln our G&!6.
fherefore I regret thet tn these oiroumsta^nce$ se are unable to
heLp finanelalLy tswarels the cost of repaLrs to St. Thomas
ArBeekett s WeI1.

Yours faithfully,

4r^oAt,'I-%
u

,/ H. Sn B{e&we}I, Heq.o m.I"$tru*t. H',
\-' the Castle Hmuse,

ffiF*fiD,
Kent"

,:*



MINISTRY OF WORKS

LAM BETH BR I DGE HOUSE, LON DON, S.E. T

Reliance 76ll I Ext. -l'ttlagrurr,.r .' 'l-ravitux l-tlnclon '['elex

Your Releren(e :

our Re{erent'(: Amo AS?5t * JOtr Ju.3-y, tg6c.

i
i

Dear Sir,

^ ft hirg been euggegted to the Minister that tt would be of
ae*i**ance to oy&ere or occupf.or* cf achosqled s:rctea* mone*qsuts
or of property whiab included eshedufed nonunente if the Miniat4T
sere to send period,icaL reroind.ere that such ancient monuruents
had been listid rmder the Ancient Mornrme4te Acte. -

fhe offoct of }i*tlng'& ms$Hmsnt in this r*y ie *o try to
eaf,u,"s th&t *t {* not aLtered or d*s-troyed, flhs $*cient -

Hoannents Acts provide that * *o*rrrt *rri*i, il" t;;; ii"tea'*ost
not he dmolirhod or r*m*vud1 or *,]"t*yed *r edsed tor oxcapt in
case of urgent neeesslty, viihout giving tbe Hini.ets;. of Works
tlrse raoa*her nsiiae. I*'h*s h+ppe*+d that lieted mqrr*r*s*t*
lrava h+ea demffesd or dar*r*ysd bec*u*o1; 4s s, *osul"t' *,f drsnge*
of ornerabip or occupatlonr-or-for other reaaons, these
obLigations have been overi6oked.

. , I, am, therefore, sandlng you this letter bo reuind Srouv that the following rcnrunent has beeu included under the
Ancient Honr:$ente S.cts in the published list of a"ncient
nonuments nhoso preeervation is of national imBortarees-.
So. tJ? - 0tford.p St. Thornas a Beckets trVe1l' (as sholrn outlined
tn rcct on the enclosed map) whiah tt is uRderstood. is owned. ancl

ocoupied by 5rour

S* S* Svlc$awaSlr Ssq*1
Ehe Sastle Houss*

0tford,
Ken* *

,/rHe

';*
r'1



the 3.luttqg is r*gLe*erod in the H+gletar af Llerrd Oharges
of the l,ocal Authorlty.

If *hars i* er5r fnrther tnforee*iexl sr *"{rri.cs yh!"ch n6 san
glve; pl.easa Let,ms knor, Tha Eiaister agks me to sqy bow nnch
he appre*t*tes tho care vht+h otsr:Brs *af, oequpier* gei*re1fv iate
ta eneurs thn"t *nctent ruerflffisats s,re protoctcd, uften at

F*-

.t !:
ll
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From the Secretary

it

ANCIENT MONUMENTS SOCIETY
F CI w ru d r o' . 

i? lfr {,:: ;*;,Sr,X{,x:* F;:;:i; # : :,;{ #:;:r#ro* 
u re w m e m t s,

L2, EDWARDES SQUARE, LONDON, W.8
Tel: WEStern 1474

tf th Fe bruary I?65

h*- f* . fr*kr*'gt,

ffi ,J). irlclow#.11, iifsq .

I believe that you are the owner of the well generall-y
known as ileoketrs weI1, which stands on land. ad.jacent to the
ga,rd.en of your house, and. I understand. that repairs are rrorr
needed to it. I hesitate to inquire into the matter &s ii
is your private propertyl but you will unrierstand that any
ancient eonument is bound. to be of national interest, and. if
I am correctly informed that you are a member of the Kent
Arohaeological Society I am sure you will not resent our
interest. If repairs are needed" we should. naturally in
this $ociety like to see them carried out so that this
interesting antiquity, whicir I know from Archaeolo.j*ia Cantiana,
voI. LXX, 1956, shall be preservecl for posterity. Possibly
you are prepared to carry out repairs yourselfr bui if there
is any difficulty about it there is the possibility of obtain-
ing grants from the }dinisiry of Public iluilding ancl !{orks, the
County CounciL and the }istrict Council. Any grant is 1ike1y
to be conditional on at least limited. public aocess being
given once the wel-I hes been put in order, and I d.o not think
the num'ber of visitors would be so great that this 1s likely
to be an onerous condition. I shall be grateful if you could'
'tel1 me what your thoughts are on this natter, and if you
woulil like to investigate the possibilities of a grantr subiect
to this condition, we shall be quite willing in this $ociety
to give irhat help we cou1d. in seeuring it. I hope you will
take thls letter in the spirit in which 1t is written, accepting
that ny only object is to seeure the preservation of this
famous weII.

1

q

Prssident; The Ett.

i

Hon. THE EARI" OF

Ckairn;*,ra.' ItAYh[Oh;n RtreHARDS, ],{"4., F.S.A., F"R.Hist"S"

I s.sr. See retary: HENItY COIINWAE L-LEGE{. ANGUS-BUTTERWORTH. S{.4.
tutr"I.Mech"E", F.R.G.S., tr.S"4, Seot.

ttOSSE, M.B.E;, i\f,.A., LL.D., tuI.R"I"A", F".S"A,

Horu" Seeretarr.' Tire Re,t" W. E. CLARKE, L.Th., F"S.A"

H on. T tres,surer : L. &{.
t'

Seereturyr IYOR BUTMER-TFX0M,{S
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ANCIENT MONUMENTS SOCIETY
F o u n d e d i n t 

? :; :,:,' i!,i,]1, .X!,::', 7?:;r;;;{:: ;l :::,n #',n 
u ru u wz e nt s'

L2, EDWARDES SQUARE, LONDON, W.8
Tel: WEStern 14\4

23rd apri} T9b5

k €e. &. f*ffis.d*€f ,

Your letter of 26ttr lrebruary about decketrs ftreI1 did. not
reo"uire an lmmediate reply from me and. ovring' to ruuch travelllng

/. &bout't have hltherto d"elayed arr ansli;er, bui I an grateful for the
-\- helpful information J,'ou give me.

As the well is private property it would. not be possible for
any of the charitr.uLe organizations to make a gra.nt' for the repr;.ir,
as it is not cha.riiable in the lesa1 sense to help 4,. rnan to main-
taln his priva.te property. It is unlikely ihet some philanthropist
u.ould come forward. willing to spend $oney on the repair of sorneone -

elsels property. I am falrl,v confidentl however, that the lr1lnistry
coulo be persuad.ed to make a grant subject to the itork being d.one

to their satisfi.ction and. subject 'to a right of pul:1ic f,ccoss.
Ehis is the pointl I ga-cher, at s*hich previous negoiiations have

,stuck. I a.m very con$cious of thA wid.esprerid. vand.alism to-d"ay
whieh ls a nai;ioaal problem of serious d.imensions. I a.rn confid.ent,
however, that although the &Iinistry must insist on public access
being given if pu'blic money is to be spent on i;he repair of priveLLe
-*^1erty, thie need not be an unlinited access; it mighi;"be con-!t v_t

fined' to a few hours a week, or it eould-be la'id' lioen th&t visitovs
yrould hal,e to obtain a key. These c&n all be mir,tters of negotiation

,r and there are many preceo.ents throughoui; the cor:ntry for lfuniterl
I

t- access being girren, 1shaII be quite vrilling to ne6oiia-i;e wiih the
llinlstry on i;his basis if you uould like me to do so.

AS**,, -*---*-,"i# )tft{F,*tre*tu,
/'-o' #W.*"

E.I. llclorqall 1 Esq., . 
,,

'Ihe Cas t le llous e ,
Otford., Kent

*r-
Presidenti The RL Hon iTHE EARL OF ROSSEi M.B.E.; M.A, LL.D., M.R.I.A., F.S.A,

Chairman: RAYMOND RICHARDS, M.A., FS.A.,F.R.Hist.S. Dircctor: Professor Siri ALBERT RICIIARDSON, K.C.V.O.,

Hon.Secretary: The Rev. w. E. CLARKE, L.Th.,F.S.A / P'P'R'A'M'A'F'S"&'FR'I'B'A'

Asst.sscrutaty: HENRY coRNwALL-Luor.---'- 
-- Hon' rr?aturer: L M' 

HfHi"XHi".fY.3"Hfi.S*:'
a- " secrctarY: MR BULMER-THOMAS

- )t
c

1



MrNrsrR.Y ffi oF woRKS

LAMBETH BRIDGE HOUSE, LONDON, S.8.1.
Reliance 76ll I Ext............. Telegrams.' Travaux Wire London

Your Relerence :

our Refere4cu liW{*757A

ldf r*ry, r95rl.
Dcar $ir,

St. @mas CBcehBtrs_SaLL. gtford
\-

|flrar* Xrou for 3our Letter of 6th IuIy. $5no $fl rretG
Ia.st ffiareb an fnspeotor of Lneflcnt Moarrments anil an ArchLtcot
visttrit tbc sitc ard., as a rG$r1t sf 'fo*st thcy learnt fuem
Hrc lt$om}l, hane beea In tmch rith the Chafuun of tho
0tfor€ ard Dlstaiat E:Isterieal $octctgr coaecnciag thc
cxcevation anit tb ooS.Iapse of m.sorrrlr.

It as fi"aally alrrangcd. that tttc Cha{.ru,a m,I.d eorrey to
Jrfir ottr naosmcadlations, rbLeh aria that libo *d[Is should, bc
carc*rAly trcateil anil ru,ter;rmofed azrd t&at thc uasomtrr rrhieh
&as coahlrod, shffitlil bc rolrul.lt urdcr errytrt srperrlsion.

f ilunId explein tbat thc irrelrrslon of thc mrrrnent ia thc
List gnrbi.isbd. uadcr tlre Anetent }tosments Aotg i"a re By
affcets rcsponaibillty for Lts mLutcaaJaoe, rH.c& ncmias rrtt,h
yo{n as the orrrcrr Bc anc, }oxwrrr, eupwercrt to gtrrc uktaver
aEslstanoe lrs ea^u i.n tbe ray of pmvidtng repor*s oa.l*t.

/ con(lltis4r asdt retboels of treatoemt. Ia thiE asc rp vou,let bc
I plesed to arrra4ge for crqlenrisloa of the rceomcailpdl mrkL nkrag a chargg onIy fe thc ont of, pekct cxpcnaes imanrrzerl

by orr rcpreaaatativc, anel f Ehalt be inter,ostcdl to le.m shcther
;rce rill unilcrtaha tbe ncrk on t&ie basi,s"

Ysrrs fatthfr*Ly,rus- 
lrelUrsu*

E D.Udova.L1, Esqrl !{.I.Stnrct.E., t t
fbc oastli Hds;r D$t4^^/to,tt/t&.r

Ogrcmr - D" XcfiAIiLI0H
Xent.
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*,OHN MUDD,
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Seckett s }:'fem,

I ffi-ur *l r* c Eed. *o re f er t o prsvi o Lis
corce#pon**nse i:er*i::, * nd" to f or:nr*rcl"
f or yclr.r lnf orsrati *n six c opie s cf
further i'fotes mrabrsj. tted" to ti:is Sr$rlfri].
hy ti:e I-nspectsrate of &nelent iioont;$1*nts *

Ys Llrs :il*ith.f ul-I y,

#1 *

3,.1c"i] slY&"I} ,H #q. *
T1:-* #,* s t}e 3Io t-ls # ,

S tf *yd" 
"

,:rrl



r
S w rwt xbx lbwwL NUr** 6,srurvtd.

\fr

"^JOHN MUDD,*
TSL.N9 Sevexoaxs aAgl (c r-rxes).

""""-=- H*/$ .

L

%*"--*,%ri
$rd, Arrgrrst , 1$Sl .

rs $t. Ek'sfrl&s & H*s$st t s

*n** *
8a*. &ugtret, 1S$1 , the e*atext of whtch X
wtll r*port Be the eppr*Fr$,mte #*rr*a$.tfe*
at th.e$"r m*xt ffi*et{ag.

Y*trrs fa.lthftrlly,

Slerk t'

I
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L- :.

E. S. ffiefi*w&3l,,, msq. ,
the ffeetf* Hauss,

*trFsfrf: 
$e'snoaks.

the
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