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Hovember £22nd 1934

Cwen Fleming Esq.
Toys Hill,
SEVENQOAX S,

Dear 8ir,

I am very much obliged by your letter of the 20th inst.

I have already heard fron lr.U.K.¥oore of Ctford with
rezard to the proposed Meetings, and I enclose a copy of letter gent
to him in reply. I have now definitely made arrangements to attend
these Meetings, and I am bringing with me my Architect, Nr.David
E.Nye, who 1s working on the restcration of the Farm House, and 1is
a Fember of the Socliety for the Preservation of Ancient ¥onuments,
Posaibly you already know this gentleman, &8 he knows lr.Powys quite
well,

With regard to the land beiween the remsins of the
Pelace and the Churchyard, this does not belong to me, and the only
reason | should wish to purchase same is to give me direct access
through the land to the village green. I cortainly agree with wyou
that fresh building work on this land should be prevented at all
costs., 1 think any new bulldings would completely ruin both the
Church and the Palace, so much so that I should imagine the matter
could be dealt with under the Town and Country Planning Act, and
the land scheduled as a private open space by the Rural Diatrict
Couneil. I had heard rumours of lts purchase by lir.%ash, but
I was informed that he only iIntended to use the land and sheds
as a storage place for his bullding meterial, and was not aware
that he proposed to eonstruct new houses,

I am not aware exactly of what 1s comprised in the
percel of land under discussion. Do you know whether it inecludes
the actual remains of the Palace and the ¢ ottages constructed
therein, and is the plece of land included which adjoins the village
greens If so, this plece of land ad jeining the village green
could well be purchased by the local Council and thrown Into the
green as public land; and if the price of the remainder were
reasonable, I might be prepared to purchase same and covenant nog
to erect eny fresh buildings thereon, unless same were apnroved by
the Jevenocaiks Community Counecil. If T did this, 1 should probably
convert soms of the existing stablea, shaeds etc. into cottages. At
the momont I am not eware of the sextent of my liabllities in
connection with the rastoration of the Farm ”ouse, end I do not wish
to undertake further commitments.

A further point which rather perturbs me 1é Lhe question

contd.
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of the remalns of the external wall on the South slide of the Palace,
which 1g helpg demolislhwd by ¥r.Collier during the construction eof
his new rced. T think this 1s a great pity, as & small devidion
of the roed would save the wall, and I think steps should be taken
to preserve this if at 211 possible.

Another point is the remains of the atone wall on the
douth side of the stream, which I believe is the only remaining
wall of the first Palace. This wall will be on the land of the
new houses now being erected, and I Lhink steps should be taken
alsoc to see that the new owners do not destroy this.

¥v opinion regarding the fleld coumprising the precincts
of the Palece is outlined in the letter Lo Hr.Hoore.

You may rest assured that you heve my wholehearted support
in any effort made to preserve the remains of the Palece and its
environs. There is no doubt that the electirification eof the
rallwey will cense a lot of building around Ctford whlch no one will
be able to prevent, but I suggest that «ll such bulldings could be
erected well down the Jevenocaks Irad, and sc not spoil the Village
or the Palace in any waye.

I ar,dear Sir,
Yours very truly,



SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 6;17
“~

MINUTES of the TWENTY-FIFTH Meeting of the Council held in Otferd
Village Hall at 6.15 p.m. on Monday, 26th November, 1934.

———(Q -

PRESENT ¢ Messrs Fleming, Hillier, Hugh Knight, Mrs Moore and

Mrs Deane Streatfeild.

OTFORD PALACE:

RESOLVED that the resolutions submitted to the Conference
to be held at 6.30 p.m. under the presidency of the Lord Bishop
of Rochester be as follows:-=-

1. That this Conference, held within the Parish of Otford in
the County of Kent on 26th November 1934 records its opinion that
the remains of the Archiepiscopal Palace now existing within the
said Parish are of great historic value, and that it 1s in the
National Interest that they should be preserved from further decay
and handed down to posterity.

2, That, should such a course be found necessary, a Public Appeal
be issued forthwith to obtain the sum of £200 estimated by the Soclety
for the Protection of incient Buildings to be necessary to secure the
remains from the ravages of the weather and that the Soclety be re-
quested to put the work in hand as soon as a sufficient portion of
the £200 has been subscribed, and the necessary procedure has been
completed.

3. That the Sevenoaks District Community Council be desired to
study the best method by which the buildings and curtilage can be
acquired and preserved, and, if possible, vested in the National
Trust for Places of Historic interest, and further to examine the
possibilities of forming a garden and museum for the use of the
public.

4, That the rapid growth of the surroundings of London renders it
essential to the Public Health that adequate provision of open space
should be retained in Otford, and the surrounding Parishes, for the
recreation and rest of the people, and that the Ministry of Health
and other Public Authorities be asked to formulate their policy in
this respect for the guidanece of local action in the Valley of the
Darenth.

RESOLVED that the appointment of Lt-Col., Sir Francis Young-
husband, K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E. to be Chairman of the local Conference
to be held at 8 o'cloczk p.m. be approved, and that his Conference be
invited to endorse the resolutions adopted by the Bishop of Rochesters
Conference and to pass any further resolutions that may be moved in
the roodom



OTFORD CONFERENCE 1934,

FPirst Sitting:

(Held at the Village Hall in the Parish of Otford, in the County o7
Kent under the Presidency of the Lord Bishop of fochester on
Monday, 26th November 1934, at 6.30 p.m,)

- ) ——
The Conference RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to adopt Resolutions

Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 as recorded in the Minutes of 26th November

1954.

MARTIN ROFFEN (Chairman of the Conference)

OWEN FLEMING (Hon., Sec. Sevenoaks District Community
Council, Convenors of Conference.,)

Nov, 26, 1934,

Second Sitting:

(Held at the Village Hall, Otford, under the Presidency of Lt-Col.
Sir Francis E. Younghusband, K.C.S5.I., K.C.I.E. on Monday 26th
November, 1934 at 8 p.m.)

_.-—0—-—-
The Conference RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:-

That this SECOND SITTING of the OTFORD CONFERENCE do CONCUR
UNANIMOUSLY with the four resolutions adopted by the First Sitting.
The Conference further roesolved:-

5., That the works of repair reported by Sir Charles Peers,
F.S.4. to be necessary to secure the buildings from the ravages of
the weather be put in hand under the direction of the Socliety for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings as soon as it is found practicable to
do so, and that the urgency of the position be laid before His Majesty’'s
First Commissioner of "orks.

6., That the Ancient Monuments Board be desired to give very
careful consideration to the possibility of scheduling the existing
foundations of the building constructed by archbishop WARHAM, and
also those of previouvs builldings occupied by Archbishops of an earlicr
date and that the PFPirst Commissioner of Works be asked to endeavour to
arrange that these historic remains be not damaged until the Board
have had a full opportunity of deciding the propriety of scheduling
them. ;2



7. That the Conference do welcome the decision of the Rursl
District Council of Sevenoaks to schedule as a Public Open Space
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1932, 43 acres of land of
the Curtilage of the Palace, but they are of opinion that the wholec
of the curtilage occupicd by the foundation of archbishop Warham's
building together with that portion of the curtilage between the old
Farm House and the Parish Church, should also be scheduled as a
Public Open Space, and that the Rural District Council be asked to
amend the scheduling accordingly.

FRANCIS YOUNGHUSBAND (Chairman of the Conference)

OWEN FLEMING (Hon. Sec. Sevenoaks District Community Council
Convenors of the Confercnce).

November 26, 1934.
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TELEPHONE: BRASTED 1X 2.
SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL.
FLEASE REPLY To TOYS HILL. SEVENOAKS, KENT.
70th November, 1934.

Dear Sir,

REMAINS AND CURTILAGE OF ARCHIEPISCOPAL PALACE AT OTFORD.

Conference on November 25th and 26th, 1934.

| am desired by this Council to forward to you the enclosed papers relating to the
forthecoming Conference at Otford to consider the future of the remains of Otford Palace. The
imminent advent of the Electric Railway at Otford emphasizes the need for an early formulation
of policy. The historie interview between King Henry VIII and Archbishop Cranmer tock
place in the year 1537. The 400th Anniversary of this event will oceur in 1837, and itis suggested
that something practical may possibly be achieved during the intervening period of three years.

The Conference will be presided over by the Bishop of Rochester, who will be the bearer
of a message to us from the Archbishop of Canterbury. It will be preceded by a special
service in the Parish Chureh, when Canon Wheatley of Rochester will deliver the address, and
succeeded by a Local Conference in Otford Village Hsll, at 8.0 p.m., when addresses will be
delivered by eminent historians, and a plan of action will be formulated.

As a large attendance is anticipated, arrangements have been made to reserve seats for
those able to attend, and | am to ask you if you will be good enough to fill up and return to me
the enclosed card not later than Monday, November 19th. Seats will then be reserved for
your party. Seats will be allotted in striect order of application. Early Return is therefore
advisable. No other intimation ecan be made. The seats will be reserved until 3 minutes before
the hours fixed for the opening, except those reserved for [ondon passengers due to arrive at
Otford Station by the 5.28 train from Viectoria (arr. Otford 6.14). These seats will be kept open
until a later hour. The transport service is given below. Cars may be parked behind the
BULL INN (6d.)

. Faithfully yours,

SUNDAY, Nov. 25. OWEN FLEMING,
Sevenoaks (M.P.) Bus 6.2 Otford 6.76. Henorary Secretary.
R o =g 4 6.17.
Eynsford o ST L8 6.15.

MONDAY, Nov. 26.

Sevenoaks (M.P.) Bus 6.2 Otford 6.16.

Victoria, Train 5.28 f . 6.14.

Sevenoaks (T.H.) Train 5.53 " 6.1.
. (B.&B.),, 5.56 i 6.7.

Malling % » 5.27 5 5.50.
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December 18th 1934

Dear Mrs.Moore,

I noticed in the paper & few days ago that
you had been elected to the Town Planning Committee, and 1if
thias is so I should be very gled 1f you could let me know
the daete by vhich the Sevenoaks E.D.C.have to purchase the
land they have already schedvled as an open space at ths rear
of your house.

You will appreclate that 1f this land is
not preserved as an open space, 1 should probably be obliged
to give up the idea of living at the Farm. The only thing
for me to do under these circumstances would be to develop the
whole of the land in conjunction with Hr.Collier. This would
mean, of course, that the Farm Nouse would probably be demolished,
and I am afrald that the new houses whieh would bhe erected would
not add much to the beauty of the surroundings.

I have at the moment glven instructions that
the slteration sork is not to be proceeded with, but should you
know that the land referred to above is goling to be purchased
or preserved in any way, I could get on with the worke.

Yours faithfuelly,

MPS.U.K.!&WW.
Holmesdale,
The Green,
OTFCRD.
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December 10th 1934

“he Editor,
“Hent Messenger",
80, Fleet 3trest,
BaTe4

Dear 3ir,
re OTFORD PALACE.

In your 1ssue of December 8th I notlce a letter

from ¥r.hA.0.%olfe Aylward, stating that in the report of
the recent lleeting at Ctford Village Hall, no mention was
made of 3t.,Thomaa's Well. At the Weeting itself, however,
the Tell wes mentioned, but the scheduling of the surrounding
land a3 an copen space was not suggested because the Well, the
Leke (which 1s also mentloned in the 0ld vecords) and the
old fifteenth century Ferm Touse are included with the land
I have recently purchased, and intend to preserve and use a3
a privete residence.

. - It transpired at the ¥eeting that between the
Jevencaks Road and the Farm Youse are approximately four
seres of land which are at present scheduled by the Sevenoaks
7.0.C.as an open space, but will not continue to be so scheduled
unless the purchase price of epproximately £1,350 1a paid in
1935. if not paid for, the scheduling will have to be
removed, snd the present owner (who is & Builder) will then 7
build the usual small houses over the land, which, by the way,
actually adjoins the Palece. In this event, the Term ‘ouse
would not be suitable for a private residence, and I should
probably be obliged to develop the seven acres of land comprising
the "soll, Farm louse ste. in conjunction with the other building
work on the four acres mentioned above.

Possibly some of your readers will be interested in

' 4ne foremoing facts, for if they can convince the Sevenoeks [H.T.C.
of the necessity of paying for the four acres of land they have
already scheduled, they wlll preserve approximately eleven acres
of lanl as an open space, together with St.Thomas's Well and
the adjoining Lake. :

Yours falthfully,



ory

December 19th 1934

John Mudd Esqe.
lgvenocaks Hural District Councll,
Inglewood,
Oak Hill Roead,
IIVENOAYS, Kent.

Pear Sir,

‘n reply to your letter of 17th inst., I enclose a plan
of the land under discussion, which ls coloured as follows:-

Pink: Land owned by me.

Yellow: Land scheduled as en open space by 3.H.D.C.(assumed).

Brown: land owned by ¥r.%ash between Church and Palace, which 1t
- 4= sugrested should now be schecduled.

Green: lLend on which exist remains of Palace walls and foundations,
owned by lr.Colller, whieh 1t is sugpested should now be
acheduled.

Hgtehed Green: Area of my land on which Palace foundatlons exist.

Dark Oreen: Palace remains now existing above ground.

1f the land coloured yellow is preserved as an open space
{which I understand means purchase by the S.H.D.C.) I propose to
preserve my land as a private open space, modernise the Farm House
and live in it, but should not agree to my land being scheduled
unless compensation were pald In the event of my having to sell the
land, and being unable to find a purchaser for same as a private
residence, or in the event of my death. If the land coloured
yellow 1s not thus preserved, I should have to meke other arrangenent:
snd would probably develop the whole of the land in conjunction wilth
¥r.Collier as a building site. 3y the whole of the land is meant
the areas coloured pink and yellow.

If the land coloured brown and green be scheduled and
preserved ss an open space, in addition to the land coloured vellow
{(as was suprpested at the recent Heeting in Otford), I would agree
to that portion of my land hatched green alsc being scheduled as a
private open space without compensation.

contd.



John ludd Esqge . B e 19.12.34

I should be greatly obliged 1f you would let me know
the Council's intention, particularly with regard to the land already
scheduled (coloured vellow), as,pending a decision, I have had to
ceasse work on the Farm lHouse. In any case, wouldyou please let me
¥now the date provided in the Town and Country Planning Act for the
pupchase of land already scheduled.

1 would draw your attention to the fact that if the whole
of the coloured area on the plan is malintained as an open space, the
new developments will be kept sufficilently clear of the old Village
and Palsce to preserve the present smenitles.

The plan, by the way, is a survey plan made about thirty
years ago, and there may be additional buildings exlisting, not shown
thereon. ¥ill you pleess return the plan when you have finished
with same.

Yours falthfully,



Tecember 208th 1934

Dear Vr.Pym,

I am much obliged by your letter of the £3rd
inste; I have received a communication from the Clert to the
Councll, to which I have replied with plan. No doubt this will
be brought up at your next leeting.

You will appreciate that when I purchased Castle
Farm and the surrounding land, I was informed that the apace
between the Farm jiouse and the Sevenoaks Hoad was scheduled as an
open space, but neither my informant nor myself knew that 1f this
land were not paid for, the schedullng would have to he removed.

I will approsch & few people I know in Otford, and
see what can be done towardas stirring up local interest in this
matter, but I am afreid the viliage inhabitents will not realise
wiat Otford wlll be like with houses bullt on this lend, until
the housea are actually built. I am of the opinicn that if
Ctford itsell would subscribs a further amount to add to the
Counell's L£750, the Yational Trust might then be approsched to
find the remainder.

I am rather at a loss now to understand the poaition
should some private person find the balance of £600, for if such a
person should wiah to maintain the land as a private open space,
the ratepayers would naturelly object to even £75C being spent.

{n the other hand, the donor of the balance of £600 would be
equally within his rights in requiring the land kept as a private
open Space.

I am anxlious to find out the date by which the land
hag to be paid for, for 1 assume this time is all theat will be
allowed to ind the reqguired money.

Yours very truly,

C.B.Pym Eaqg.
Chairman,
Sevenoaka N.D.C.
Foxwold, ;
BRASTED.,



December 28th 1934
Dear Mrs.doore,

I have heard from the Chairman of the R.D.C.
to the effect that the Council have now made a definite offer
of £750 for the remains of the Palace and the land between the
green, and they expect Ctford,through its Parish Council,to
find the remaining £60C for the four acres of land between your
house and mine. In a way I agree with this view, as I think
the people of Otford should show a lot more interest in the
matter than they do at present. I think that if a certain
amount of money were subscribed, the R.D.C.would then have a
very good reason to approach the County Council for a further
contribution, and 1f that did not make up the amount of £1,350,
the Watlonal Trust cculd be approached and they might find the
balance. I am quite sure the National Trust will do nothing
unless the local inhabitants do their utmost first. At the
present moment I Think you will agree they have done nothing.

I enclose & copy of my reply to ¥r.Pym, and
should be very glad to hear whether you could do anything to call
a8 Meeting of those interested, with a view to making a contribution
towards the preservation of this land.

Yours faithfully,

lira.U.K.Moore,
Holmesdale,
The Green,
O TFORD.



14th Januvery 1935.
John Mudd, Esq.,
Clerk to the Sevenoaks Rural District Council,
"Inglewood",
Oakhlll Road,
Sevenoaks.

Dear Sil‘,
Otford Palace.

Vith reference to the negotiations in progress
for the preservation, ss an open apace, of the land between
the Palace rulne ard the Sevenoaks Road ou are no doubt
aware thet this land 1= bounded on the north by the garden
and grounds of my freehold house, having a frontage of about
400 feet on the Sevenocaks road, much of which is suitable
for bullding development. Subject, however, to the land
now in guestion, for whilch I understand the present owner
is willing to accept £600, being finally and legally secured
as a permanent open space in private occupation, I am prepared
to accept & similar restriction for the land belonging to
this house., I would, of course, reserve the right to maintain
8l] existing builldingsand te carry out reasonable alterations
and additions to this house and 1ts premises.

You will understand that sueh a restriction will
lessen the prospective value of my land very considerably,
and this offer must therefore be regarded as a substantial
contribution towards the ceost of maintaining the land
surrounding the Palace ruins as an open space.

I may also point out that the land now going wilth
Castle Parm, together with my own land, largely exceeds in

. area the land which the Rural Distriect Council are considering

purchasing as an open space. If therefore the R.D.Ce. will
gsecure the ruins, cottages, ete. plus the land hetween these
and the Sevenoaks road the total area secured as open space
will far exceed that purchased at public expense. If on the
other hand the R.D.C. fails to secure the 3 to 4 acres in
question quickly, the whole of the very mueh larger area 1s
extremely likely to be developed as building estates.

0
!
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2,
John Nudd, Esq.

For reasons not connected in any way with the
Otford Palace question I shall probably offer my house for
sale this year, I shall therefore be glad 1f the permanent
preservation, a8 an open space, of the whole of the land in
question, including my own, can be finally established at
an early date. If the matter 1s still undecided when I begin
to negotiate for the sale of my property I shall probebly have
to withdraw the offer made in this letter,

Yours truly,



Sevenvaks Rural District Council.

JOHN MUDD, / _/f,(f—()ﬁ‘()//b”ﬁ Cé G‘PV

(NEAR TUB'S HILL RBILWAY STATION)

TEL.N? BQO/I,SEVE-NOAKS. ( o )
c_%}—é’/m:é ) %

1/4. 3. 10(e). 11th. Jenuary, 1955,

Dear Sir,
re Otford Pelace.

I am in receipt of your letter of the 9th. instent.

Both Ma jor Streatfeild and Mr. Inight reported to
the lleetlng of the Town Flanning Sub-Committee held on Wednesday
that they had met you on Saturday last with regard to the above.

The position at the moment is, thet subjeet to the
approval of the Ifinister of Health, the Council will purchase the
ruins and the cottages and the tongue of land running towards
tie centre of the Village for the sum of £750. I do not anticipate
that the Minister will cbject to my Council purchasinz at this
price.

In the Contract for Sale, Ifr., Collier will covenant
ith the Council that the rest of the land shell be purchased by
the Council or its nominee, for the sum of £600. This covenant
is, of course, necessary, otherwise, if the purchase of the ruins
'n. cottages 1a ccmmpleted without m_v reference to the remining
land, then it is quite possible that the land would not be
purchased Tor £600 in the future.

W

The 3ub-Committee have decided to notify the Sevenoaks
Branch of the Kent Council of Social Service and the Sevenoaks
Housing and Town Planning Association of these facts, when it is
enticipated that those two Associations will endeavour toc raise by
public subseription this sum of 2600, in order to reserve the land
&s an open space. I cennot, of course, say whether this money
will be definitely raised, neither can I commit my Couneil at
the present moment to purchase this =site if the publie qubscription

fails. The llembers of the Sub-Committee are, however, very
hopeful that this money will be Torthccminb'in the very uear
fature, and the owner, ¥r. 111,+, has asked that something
definite shall be uong before The end of August.

i

¥

I am sure you will appreciate the diffienlty in
ziving you the assurance you require, but I will submit your

offer to the next leeting of the Sub-Committee and write you aggain.
This Committee will not meet before thie 30th. instant.

, Yours faithfully, ¢®VV4VK

E. D, MeDowall, Zsq.,
33, Seymour T oad
EAST MOLESEY,
Surrey.




January 9th 1938

¥

John Wadd Esqe
Sevencaks Fural District Couneill,
" Inglewcocd”,
Talk ;1111 Rcﬂd,
IRVENOALS, Xenbe.

r‘“r 5.’1!’.
re CTFCHD PALACE,

I thankt you for your letter of 2nd inst., explaining the
position with regerd to the scheduling of land on the ehove site.

A3 you are probably awsre, I met 'ajor Strecatfield and
“rofnizht at (tford on Jatuwrday lsst. It appsars that 1t will not
bo neceossary to pay the balance of 2000 (assuming the owner accepts
the £750C now coffered) untll such time as he asks for compensatlon
Lo be neldl Fer—the ettty
it is falirly certain that he will not do this until such
time as he Las developed the remalmdor of the land, whilch will take
him, ! should immgine, sbout thrse yeara. Cbviously i cannot wailt
this length of time to make a declslion regerding the modernization
of Castle Tarm.

i consider thet the balance of land for which L6070 will
heve to be pald (about 3 seres) is sorth as sgricultural land -
which it sould be if aeh@duled &5 8 permenent open space - about 1003
but econslidering that this edjolins my land, I canfim the offer made
to Yalor tresifleld and Nr.inigbt, that [ am willing to pay £200
for this land and sgree toc its bhelnr ascheduled &s a permanent private
onen apeace without somrénsation.

e only conmdition I would meke is that I should be allowed,
1f I wished, to bulld a lodie on the Tevenocaks Foad neer Lhe end of
the deive.

“his means, in effect, that | would be willing to purchese
the land for #60C, 1f the Counell would guarantee o compensate me
to the extent of £40C by virtue of my agreeinyg fto Its belinz an open
30008, In viewo® this offer, would it be possible for me to have
the Couneil's assurance that, whether this offer be aceopteﬂ or not,
the land would be preaserved as sn open spece, for Lf I could have
this assurence I would prousad forthwith with the modamlmtion of the
larm louse.
4 I would remark that, considering that the loan ciarres on
the £750 offered already would Le met by the rent of the collapes,
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the loan charges on the balance of £400 (even if the whole of this
ancunt hed to be founxd by the Councll) would only amount to about
£16 per snnum; thus the charige upon the rates would be sc smell as
to be almost neslicible.

i am not anxious by eny moans to purchase this land, but
i Teel that an offer of this description might enable the Council
te glve we the assurance asked Tor above, should sll oiher methods
of ralsins the 2600 fail. in my opinion, the Parish of Otforad
woenld never subseribe anything like this figure, or even sush sum
as would be worth consideration.

Yours falthfully,



ENCL:

Sevenoaks Rural District Counil.

g :
JOHN MUDD, "/"ﬁ’( M{é s C‘T'VD/

(NEAR TUB'S HILL RAILWAY STATION)

TEL.N® 890/1, SEVENOAKS.
o%fwwﬂfé : %

1T, 2nd. January, 1935.

Dear Sir,

Adverting to your letter of the 19th. ultimo, I
send you the present position of the areas coloured on your
Map.

The area coloured yellow, with the exception of
that part in which I have written in pencil the word "Collier",
is, including the three Cottages and Palace ruins, the area
which it is suggested should be reserved as an Open Space.

My Council have had some difficulty in proceeding at the
present time with the purchase of the whole of the area marked
yellow, but have definitely decided, subject to acceptance by
the owner and the approval of the Minister of Health, to
purchase the three Cottages and the Palace ruins and the area
of land leading towards the Village coloured yellow and hatched
by me in pencil. The price offered the owner for these
Cottages and land is £750, but it is being made clear to the
owner that this price is a portion of the purchase price for
the whole area for whiech he requires £1350. In other words,
if the Counecil are successful in purchasing these Cottages and
land for £750, it will be necessary to find only £600 for the
purchase of the remaining land.

The area coloured brown has been the subject of a
proposal for development by Lr. Nash. The proposals were
referred back by the Committee for amendment and further
detalls, but no amended Scheme has been submitted to the Council,
so that at the moment there is nothing definite before them with
a view to development. The scheduling of this area by the
Council would, of course, depend on whether it was possible for
sufficient funds to be obtained to purchase it.

The same remarks apply to the area coloured green,
in so far as the financisl side 1s concerned.

¥y Council would, I am sure, be only too happy to
schedule this extended area, but I think there would be
difficulty in persuading the Members, particularly those who
live at some distance from the sitg, to contribute towards the
purchase of this land as an Open Space.

I sincerely hope that something definite will be
evolved in the very near future with regard to the preservation
of the 4% acres, at least, as an Open Space.



w

I have written a long letter to Mr. Owen Fleming
on this matter and he may have some suggestions to make.

There is no necessity for the Council to purchase
any land scheduled as an Open Space until after the Council's
Scheme has been finally approved. When this approval has
been given, the owner has then a limited time in which to make
a claim for compensation, or within which the Council must
purchase.

Yours faithfully,

Clerk to the Counecil.

E.D. McDowall, Isq., ¢
33, Seymour Road,
EAST MOLESEY,
Surrey.
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February 6th 19356

Dear Mr.Fleming,

i am much obliged by your letter of 2nd inst.
enclosing Minutes of the Council Neeting at Otford, together
with draft of the appeal which you propose making. This
appears to be in order sc far as I can ascertain, but without
the plan which 1s mentioned I do not quite know what is
proposed regarding the adjoining land. The position, however,
13 qulite clear in my mind, and is as follows:-

The R.D.C.have definitely offered £750 for
the remains of the Palace and a small piece of land between the
Palace and the village green, which offer I believe has been
accepted, and the Conveyance ia in course of preparation. This
leaves approximetely 34 aeres of land, bounded by the Palace to
the ¥orth, Castle Farm to the Hast, ¥r.Collier's new bullding
land and my drive to the 3outh, and the 3evenocaks Hoad to the West.

I understand the money required to purchase this
land is £600, I also believe 1t has been stated that the
Councll's offer of £750 is made contingent on 1ts being taken as
e part payment towards the whole of the land, but in view of the
fact that two Conveyances are beinz made I am of the opinion that
this is not correct, and that it i1s now possible, if the £600 ia
not found,for the Sé acres mentioned above to be de-scheduled, in
which case ¥r.Collier would either bulld over it or sell 1t to
his besat advantage.

I am not anxious that this lend should be used
&35 a public playground, and I have therefore offered the Council
£200 for the land, and would agree to covenant for it to be
maintaineé as an open space in perpetulty. This would mean that
£400 only would have to be found, but the land would not be public |
property. If this offer 1s accepted, Nrs.¥oore of Holmesdale, '
whose land sdjoins this 3 acres, woulﬁ also agree to her land
being scheduled as a private open space, but I belleve she would
not agree to 1ts being so scheduled if the 33 mcres of land
becomes public property. However, if this 3% acres of land is
maintained as an open space, elither public or privaete, I Intend
to modernise Castle Farm iHouse, and maintain approximately 7 acres
of land as a private open space for my use; but if the 3} acres
is not kept open, I am afreid I shall have no alternative but to
develop my land as bullding estate in conjunction with ir.Collier.

In the event of my living at Castle Farm I
should not agree to the land belng scheduled as an open space,

contd.
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although I dwould have no intentions of bullding on same, ny
reason for this bveing that when I purchased the land 1 was
informed that the R.D.C.had scheduled the land &3 an open
apace, and it was on thils essumption that I proposed to
preserve my land, However, I have made an offer to the
Council that I would agree to such of my land as contains
*alace remains belng scheduled es a private open space without
compenaation, if they on their part would schedule more land
a3 an open space, viz, that portlion which lles between the
Palase and the Church (which has now besn purchased by ¥r.iash),
and the portion to the South of the stream upon which eXkists
the Southern external wall of the Palsce. This 1s the land
nentioned in your Kinutes of the Zecond Meeting held at Jtford.
1 trust this explanation makes the position q ite
clear, dut 4f I cen give you any further information 1 shall
be only too pleased to do aov. Ueanwhile, I awalt any further
comments you may have to make.

Yours falthfully,



Sevenoaks Rural District Conneil.

e~
JOHN MUDD. 'l-gﬁ/f%#ocmé

7 Ok AW, P,

(NEAR TUB'S RAILWAY STATION
TEL.NO 890/1 SEVENGAKS. oo i J

éggézzﬁeﬁﬁé?ﬂﬁﬁé;,cjjéééédf

11T, 8th. March, 1935.

Dear Mr. McDowell,
Otford Palace.

I reported to the Town Planning Committee at
their Meeting yesterday the conversation which we had at Otford
last Tuesday. The Committee has decided to report the faects to
the Council at their Meeting to be held on the 21st. instant,
after which I will write you again.

May I have your agreement that the present
position, so far as you are concerned, is as follows:-

‘(1) if the four acres south of the Palace ruins
are purchased either by my Council, the
Sevenoaks Distriect Community Council, or by *
any other person, or persons, for use exclus-
ively as a public open space, then you will
only agree to the reservation of your land
as a private open space durinz your life time;

(i1) that you are prepared to purchase these four
acres for the sum of £600, providing the
Council will pay to you the sum of £400 in
considerstion of which you will agree that
the land you own at present and these four
acres shall be scheduled as a private open
space in perpetuity without further claim for
compensation of any description. ;

Yours faithfully,

E.D. MeDowell, Esq.,

34, Seymour Road
EAST MOSELEY, Surrey.
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John Mudd Xsq. e
Sevenoaks Rural District Counell, |
Inglewood,
Cak Hill Road,
SEVENCAES. Kent.

Dear Sir,
re OTFORD PALACH.

You will no doubt remember that at our meeting on the site
on Tuesday last, you expressed surprise when I 1nformed you that I had
no intention of allowing my land to be scheduled permanently as a :
private open space. I remarked at the time that I thougli there was
no room for misunderstanding in view of the letters I had written, and
I find on referring to the copies of correspondence, that I wrote you
personally on December 19th, in reply to a letter of yours asking whether
I was prepared to have my land scheduled, in which I stated qulte
definitely that I should not agree to such scheduling. I enclose &
copy of this letter with the part referred to underlined in red.

You elso stated that lMr.Fleming was under the impresslon
that I would agree to my land being scheduled, and I therefore enclose
a copy of a letter I wrote him on February S5th, which I think should
have removed any doubt from his mind on this polnt. I have marked
the appropriate passage also in red.

I trust these two letters make my views on the matter qulte
clear without further comment.

A brief summary of the posltion is as follows:=-

(1) If the R.D.C.fulflls its undertaking to maintalin the 4 acres of
land adjacent to the Palace as a public open space, the position
remains as I found 1t when I purchased approximately 7 acres of
land surrounding Cast-Farm at bullding land price, with the
intention of maintaining same as an open space during such time
as I should live at the Yarm.

{(2) 1 am not anxlous that this land should become a public open space,
and I therefore confirm my previous offer that 1 will pay £200
towards the cost of compensating the present owner, if the land
is made a private open space and the freehold transferred to me.

1 appreciate that thers mey be some difflculty in this, and I will
therefore extend this offer to payment of the same amount for a
999 years lesse.

(3) Referring to your suggestion that I should agree to my land belng

contd.
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scheduled as a private open space, I might be prepared further
to consider this if the 4 acres of land under discussion were
transferred to me free of charge. I would remark that this,
in effect, would mean that the Councll would be obtaining

11 acres of good building land as a private open space at a
total compansation prilee of £6C0. A felr compensation price
for this amount of land would, 1n my opinion, be about £2,000,

Yours falthfully,
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OTFORD PATLACE  ESTATE.

Notes of a Conference held at Inglewood,
Qak Hill Road, .Sevenoaks, on Thursday,
- 2lst. March, 1935, at 2.30 o'clock p.m.

PRESTENT .

Sevenoaks Rural Dlstrlct COUHCllu

Me. H, D Knight : Ma jor C. E. Pym,
Major G. E. S. Streatfeild, Mr. John Mudd (Clerk).

Sevenoaks District Community Cnuncll

Mr. Owen Fleming. o G iy
Sevenoaks Housing and Town Planning Aseociation.
Dr. Gordon Tard.
Mrs. V. X. Moore, Mr. E, D. McDowall,
and Capt. A. B. W. Thomas (representing Mr. W.B.Collier).
(9)
Chairman.

Major C. E. Pym in the Chair.

0tford Palace Estato.

The Chairman outlined the position of this matter, and
intimated that Mr. McDowall would agree to the zoning of his land
as a private open space during his life-time if the Council would
acquire the site (4 acres - part of Ord. No.l04] fronting upon
the main road, and zone it as a public open space: alternatively,
he would ‘be prepared to consider thé zoning of his land as a
private open space 1in porpetulty‘lf the ¢ouneil would purchase this
site for the sum of £600 and convey the freehold to him.

Captain Thomas inti ated that the footpath across this
site for a distance of 120 feet from the main road belonged to
Mr. Collier, over which Mr. McDowall had a right-of-way. The
remainder'of the footpath had.been purchased by Mr. McDowall.

The Chaimman added that the Council were now purchasing
from Mr. Collier the palace ruins, three cottages, and the land

- fronting upon the Creen, for the sum of £750, to, inter alis,

' preserve the view of the ralace ruins from the Green.



NOoLecs VUL a LWULlITICUVe Lolu abv LU LlTuJUll,
Qak Hill} Road, .Sevenoaks, on Thursday,
2lst. March, 1935, at 2.30 o'clock p.m.

PRESENT.

Sevennaks Rural Dlstrlct CQun01l

Mr. H. D Knlght ' Major C. E. Pym,
Ma jor G. E. S. Streatfeild, Mr. John Muydd (Clerk).

Sevenoaks District Community Council.

Mr. Owen Fleming. 't_ i % il
Sevenoaks Housing and Town Planning Lssociation.
Dr. Gordon Tard.
Mrs. V. XK. Moore, Mr,. E .D. McDowall,
and Capt. A. B. 7. Thomas (representlng Mr. #.B.Collier).
| (9)
{ Chaimman.
/ aelL iR

Major C. E. Pym in the Chair.

2. Otford Pglace Estate.

l The Chairman outlined the position of this matter, and

;? intimated that Mr. McDowall would agree to the zoning of his land
as a_private open space during his life-time if the Council would
acquire the site (4 acres - part of Ord. No.104] fronting upon

; the main road, amd zone it as a public open space: alternatively,
he would be prepared to consider thé zoning of his land as a
privaté open space in perpetuity if the Couneil would purchase this
site for the sum of £600 and convey the freehold to him.

Captain Thomas intimated that the footpath across this
site for a distance of 120 feet from the main road belonged to
Mr. Collier, over which Mr. McDowall had a right-of-way. The
remainder. of the footpath had been purchased by Mr. MecDowall.

The Chaimman added that the Council were now purchasing
from Mr. Collier the palace ruins, three cottages, and the land
- fronting upon the CGreen, for the sum of £750, to, inter alia,
~ preserve the view of the palace ruins from the Green.



Mr. Owen Fleming, at the invitation of the Chairman,
outlined the position in so far as it concerned the District
Community Council, and the National Trust.-

He intimated that the National Trust had two types of
open spaces, firstly those in respect of which no charge was made
for admission, and secondly those in respect of which such a
charge was made, to view some specific object or objects of
archaeological interest. The usual charge, he said, was sixpence
per head, the income thus derived being applied to the repair and
maintenance of the site.

The National Trust, he added, heard of the Conference
held at Otford to consider the possible acquisition of the site
and the preservation of the ruins of the Archbishop's Palace, and
had signified their recadiness to assume its guardianship. They
had informed Mr. Fleming that a lady was prepared- to spend £100
or more towards the preservation of such a site, and asked to be
furnished with further details.

Mr. Fleming added that the Archbishop of Canterbury, who
was interested in the matter, wished as much as possible of the
0ld palace ruins to be preserved. '

The Archbishop had asked that the ruins situated on the
land to the south of the 4 acres (Ord. No.174) should also be
preserved.

Mr. Fleming said that Mr. Ormsby-Gore, First Commissioner
of Works, had intimated that the Uffice of Works were unable to
take over the site, and that it should be preserved by the Council
under the Town Planning Scheme.

Major Pym, in reply to Mr. Fleming, intimated that the
Council had never contemplated the acquisition of the land to the
south of the 4 acres, but had concentrated upon the site between
the road and Mr. McDowall's land.

Mr, Fleming intimated that if this was the case he must
again refer the matter to the Archbishop and the Ngtional Trust.

General discussion then ensued, and Mr. McDowall then
confimed his offer with regard to the zoning of his land, as
mentioned by the Chairman in his opening remarks.

Mr, Fleming said he would arrange to inspect the site
with Mr. Collier, and to reconsider the question of the preservation
of the foundations, particularly those on the land to the south of
the 4 acres.

Mr, McDowall then made an of fer in the following terms:-

that if the Council would purchase the site between

the main road and his land (4 acres - part of Ord.No.l04)
. and rent it to him for a period of five years, he would

be prepared to pay to them an annual rental equivalent

to the amount of loan charges for that period, and that

at the expiration thereof the question of the disposal

of the site be considered.

Mr. Owen Fleming asked whether there would be any
objection to commencing the repairs to the palace ruins on the site
now being purchased by the Council. Mr, Mudd said that the Contract
had not been signed, but Capt. Thomas Undertook to ask Mr. Collier




ae lhtimsteda vhat wie Navional Trust kad two types of
open spaces, firstly those in respect of which no charge was made
for admission, and secondly those in respect of which such a
charge was made, to view some specific object or objects of
archaeological interest. The usual charge, he said, was sixpence
per head, the income thus derived being applied to the repair and
maintenance of the site.

The National Trust, he added, heard of the Conference
held at Otford to consider the possible acquisition of the site
and the preservation of the ruins of the Archbishop's Palace, and
had signified their readiness to assume its guardianship. They
had informed Mr. Fleming that a lady was prepared- to spend £100
or more towards the preservation of such a site, and asked to be
furnished with further details.

Mr. Fleming added that the Archbishop of Canterbury, who
was interested in the matter, wished as much as possible of the
0ld palace ruins to be preserved. :

The Archbishop had asked that the ruins situated on the
land to the south of the 4 acres (Ord. No.174) should also be
preserved.

.~ Mr. Fleming said that Mr. Ormsby-Gore, First Commissioner
of Works, had intimated that the Office of Works were unable %o
take over the site, and that it should be preserved by the Council
under the Teown Planning Scheme.

Major Pym, in reply to Mr. Fleming, intimated that the
Counecil had never contemplated the acquisition of the land to the
south of the 4 acres, but had concentrated upon the site between
the road and Mr. McDowall's land.

Mr. Fleming intimated that if this was the case he must
again refer the matter to the Archbishop and the National Trust.

General discussion then ensued, and Mr. McDowall then
confimed his offer with regard to the zoning of his land, as
mentioned by the Chairman in his opening remarks.

Mr. Fleming said he would arrange to inspect the site
with Mr. Collier, and to reconsider the question of the preservation
of the foundations, particularly those on the land to the south of
the 4 acres.

Mr. McDowall theh made an offer in the following terms:-

that if the Council would purchase the site between

the main road and his land (4 acres - part of Ord.No.1l04)
. and rent it to him for a period of five years,  he would

be prepared to pay to them an annual rental equivalent

to the amount of loan charges for that period, and that

at the expiration thereof the question of the disposal

of the site be considered.

Mr. Owen Fleming asked whether there would be any
Objection to commencing the repairs to the palace ruins on the site
now being purchased by the Council. Mr. Mudd said that the Contract
had not been signed, but Capt. Thomas Undertook to ask Mr. Collier
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whether he would agree to the repairs being commenced before the
contract was signed, and would let Mr. Fleming know.

Mrs. Moore said that she would agree to her land being
zoned as a private open space only so long as the 4 acres referred
to remained an open space, either public or private.

The Conference adjourned at 4 p.m.
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Mareh 27th 1936

Johr HMudd Eaq.
Sevenoaks Rural District Council,
inglewood,
Osk Hill hoad,
SEVENUAKS, Kent,

Dear 3ir,
re OTFORD PALACK.
I thani you for your letter of the 23rd inst. enclosing
notes of the conference held st Inglewood on the Zlst inst.
The teras of my offer as stated therein are subatantially
correct; but, of course, this offar is conditionel on the land
baing mainteinsd after the expiration of the five Tears as 8
permenent open space, aither nublie or private, end I should
require your Council to sign an agreement to thisz effect.
Also, the amount of the loan chargss would be limited
to £25.
Although I do not think 1t is of eny importance, I
would mention that the statement made by Captaln Thomas that
_ the entrance to the Farm from the maln road belonged to kr.Collier
for 120 feet is incorrect. The fact is that the whole of this

~ belonss to me, and the tenants of !r.Collien's shops on the main

~road have a right of way over my drive for 120 feet,

T Inmy last letter to you dated 8th Narch regarding this
matter, clauss No.3 mentioned that I would be prepared to consider
the scheduliry of wy land &s a permanent open space if the freelold
of the 4 acres in mestion were transferred to me. Since that
letter I have ponz very carefully into this matter, and have taken
advice about it, and my flnal considerod deecision is that the
permanent scheduling of my land would make my property of value
only as & private residence, which valuc would be very amall so
long as my land is treversed by two public footpaths. 1 e,
therefore, prepsred to apgree to the whole of the land at present
owned by me being scheduled as a permanent private open space
provided your Council will v

(1) divert the footpath which runs from the Churchyerd in a

. ) g s v’ " .
noutn-sasterly dirsctlon across ny land sc timt this path
mms on the norminern voundary of my land

(2) close up esutirely the footnath which runs from the “hurchyard
due south, nassing close to iy hguss, for the dlstance for
] 2 : ¥ = s 2 g
which this path orosses wy lsnd.,” I woulad point out that

agntd.



&t the mement this vath does not appear to serve any
useiul vurnose. [ helieve al one time it was used as
8 wmeans o1 acceess to & rallwey statlon whieh 1s no
longar in existence. Also, whenthe new road which is
in courss of construetion by Mr.Colllier reaches ihe
point at which this vath emerges from my boundary, the
remainder of the path seross my land would not be
necessarvy at all.

transfer %o me the freehold of the ¢ acres of land,
a3 maentioned above.

Yours falthfully,



