
 
                                             

The Archbishop's Palace Conservation 
Trust 

A Safe pair of hands 

A new roof for the Palace Tower 

 

Emergency repair work was carried out on the North-West Tower of Otford Palace in 1982.   

It appears that the parapet was in a dangerous condition and part of the brickwork on the 
upper part of the Tower had developed an outward curve.  A Technical Services Officer from 
SDC inspected the Tower in early 1981 and confirmed that “if left the Tower would be in 
imminent danger of collapse” and “failing the necessary repairs being carried out the Tower 
would be unsafe to a degree that footpath [SR40] would have to be closed to the public by 
next winter.”  David Prestage, who was a councillor at the time, recalls work being carried 
out on the roof. 

A specification of the work to be undertaken was approved by the Department of the 
Environment in the Autumn of 1981 and the work was carried out in the spring of 1982.  It is 
not clear whether this approval constituted ‘Scheduled Monument Consent.’ There is no 
record in the Parish Council minutes of Planning Approval being sought or granted.  It may 
be that since the Palace was owned by Sevenoaks District Council, no planning approval 
was required. 

After much lobbying, the work was finally carried out by John Jarvis Limited of Tunbridge 
Wells.  The firm, founded in 1883 went into insolvency in June 2013.  During its existence it 
built many landmark buildings in Tunbridge Well such as the Opera House and the Kent and 
Sussex Hospital. 

1. Advocacy for repairs 

The campaign to persuade Sevenoaks District Council to accept its responsibility for repairs 
to the Tower, was led by Anthony Stoyel.  Anthony was a noted local historian and co-author 
(with D Clarke) of the book Otford in Kent – a history 1.  He was supported by councillors 
from both Otford and Sevenoaks District, as well as other organisations concerned with 
heritage preservation.  Their names can be found in the following pages. 

The following pages, indicate the strength of the campaign and the indifference to the 
preservation of the Tower expressed by some individuals. 

 

1 Clarke D & Stoyel A, (1975) Otford in Kent, a History. Otford & District Historical Society.  ISBN 0-

9503963 0 3 



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             

 



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             

 



 
                                             

 



 
                                             

2. Newspaper clippings 

 From the Sevenoaks Chronicle 21st March 1981. 



 
                                             

 

Source and date unknown 

  



 
                                             

3. North-West Tower prior to the repair works 

These photographs were probably taken by Anthony Stoyel as part of his campaign to have 
the Palace Tower repaired 

    



 
                                             



 
                                             



 
                                             

     

4. Otford Parish Council Minutes 

The minutes of Otford Parish Council give a partial account of events from November 1980 
to the end of 1982. 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 24th November 1980.  (Minute 7.2.2.) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 2nd February 1981.  (Minute 8.1.3.) 

 
  



 
                                             

Report on the site meeting held on 17th February 1981 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 2nd March 1981.  (Minute 6) 

 



 
                                             

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 30th March 1981.  (Minute 6) 

 

Extract from the minutes of Sevenoaks District Council held on 12th March 1981 

 
  



 
                                             

 

From Sevenoaks District Council 16th April 1981 

 
  



 
                                             

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 27th April 1981.  (Minute 4) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 18th May 1981.  (Minute 7.3) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 29th June 1981.  (Minute 6.3) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 27th July 1981.  (Minute 6.3) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 24th August 1981.  (Minute 7.3) 

 



 
                                             

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 28th September 1981.  (Minute 7.3) 

 

Note however, that there is no record in the minutes for 1981-82 of any payment to the 
contractors or Sevenoaks District Council, nor is there any provision in the handwritten 
budget for 1982-3. 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 26th October 1981.  (Minute 7.3) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 30th November 1981.  (Minute 7.3) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 4th January 1982.  (Minute 7.3) 

 

There is no record in the minutes of Otford Parish Council of a planning application in 
respect of these repairs. 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 1st February 1982.  (Minute 7.3) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 1st March 1982.  (Minute 6.3)

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 29th March 1982.  (Minute 6.3) 



 
                                             

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 26th April 1982.  (Minute 6.3) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 24th May 1982.  (Minute 6.3) 

 

From the minutes of Otford Parish Council 2nd August 1982.  (Minute 5.2.1.) 

 

 

 

 

 


